M
A
S

E
L
P

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 1

Writer's Stylus is a Clerestory Learning Professional & Instructional Program
developed by Kevin D. Washburn, Ed.D.
Executive Director, Clerestory Learning

E
L
P

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 1
©2017 by Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC
Published in the United States by Clerestory Press
A division of Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC
Pelham, AL
www.clerestorylearning.com

All rights reserved. No part of this Portfolio may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise), without the prior written permission of the publisher,
except in the case of brief quotations included in critical articles or reviews.

M
A
S
Acknowledgments

© 2017 Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC. All rights reserved. • writersstylus.com (1708)

ii

It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge the contribution of lower school and
middle school teachers from St. Paul's Episcopal School in Mobile, Alabama. Their dedication
to achieving Writer's Stylus program objectives influenced the structure and ideas used within
the pages of these student materials.
Special thanks

to Mrs. Heather Robinson, Writer's Stylus Coordinator at St. Paul's Episcopal School, whose
intense belief in this program's potential to transform students, not only within her school but
in her county and beyond, fueled the flame of this Student Portfolio project. Her tireless efforts
teaching Writer's Stylus lessons at various grade levels, modeling customized genre and skill
instruction for a variety of content areas, and working with teachers to craft student materials
resulted in worthy ideas that significantly influenced this publication.
to Mrs. Brynn Redmond, for using her knowledge of Writer's Stylus and deep understanding
of Architecture of Learning to further develop student materials that synthesize tested ideas,
solid instructional decisions, and program objectives into a student-friendly format.
Editor Kevin D. Washburn, Ed.D.
Lead Contributors Kevin D. Washburn, Ed.D.; Heather Robinson, MAT; Brynn Redmond, M.Ed.
Design & Layout Julia Washburn
Photographs Julia Washburn, unless otherwise noted

Unit 4

Unit 4
MECHANICS

4 What is verb tense?
The word tense comes from an Old French word, tens, which means “time.”
So, when we talk about a verb’s tense, we describe the time it takes place.

E
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There are three simple verb tenses: PRESENT, PAST, and FUTURE.

PRESENT TENSE

Present tense verbs indicate something is happening now.
Ryan hits a high fly ball.

Williams runs back and makes the catch.
Lyons steps up to the plate.

PAST TENSE

Past tense verbs indicate something did happen.
FOR EXAMPLE:

Amanda ran to the corner but still missed the bus.
Who carried my backpack to the car?

Manny jumped over the puddle and climbed the rope quickly.
FUTURE TENSE

Future tense verbs indicate something will happen in the future.
FOR EXAMPLE:

Christine will play in tomorrow’s soccer game.
This puppy will surprise your little brother.
The concert will begin in five minutes.
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WHY DOES VERB TENSE MATTER?
A sentence that contains different verb tenses can create confusion.
Travis rode his bike down the street and turns at the corner.
Past tense

Present tense

E
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Because this sentence contains two different tenses, we don't know if the
action did happen (past) or is happening (present). This is confusing!

As a writer, you need to keep your verb tense the same within a sentence, a
paragraph, and even an entire piece of writing. This is what editors call using
"consistent verb tense." It will help you avoid confusion.
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Unit 4

MECHANICS practice
Verb Tense

The chart below shows the simple present, past, and future tenses for a
few verbs. Examine the blank spots in the chart and discuss these with
your teacher and classmates. Then write the missing verb in the blank
spot. The first row has been done for you.
PAST TENSE

run or runs

ran

tell or tells

told

M
A
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say or says

made

eat or eats

got

become or becomes

grow or grows

became

FUTURE TENSE
will run

will say
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will make

will eat

will get
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MECHANICS practice
Verb Tense

In each sentence below and on the next page, the subject is underlined
once, and the verb is underlined twice. Look closely at each verb.
1. Write a P in the blank if the verb is in past tense.
2. Write a PR in the blank if the verb is in present tense.
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3. Write an F in the blank if the verb is in future tense.
The first sentence has been done for you.
PR

1. Nikki walks to school on Mondays.

2. Spot buried his bone in the backyard.

M
A
S

3. Our class will travel to the museum on a bus.
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4. Sam runs down the field and kicks the ball toward the goal.
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5. That tree fell during last night’s storm.

6. The chef will make triple chocolate cupcakes.
7. Our teacher told us about a new book.
8. Jan sells and repairs pianos.

9. My cat greets me at the front door of my house.

10. Our coach will drive the bus to the game.
11. Our driver followed our directions to the hotel.
12. These seeds will grow into tomato plants.
13. The sky suddenly became red at sunset.
continue on next page
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Unit 4

14 . Wolves eat meat.
15. Get the paintbrush out of the car’s trunk.
16. You will soon finish this exercise.
In each sentence below and on the next page, the subject is underlined
once.
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1. Find the verb in each sentence and underline it twice.
2. Write a P in the blank if the verb is in past tense.

3. Write a PR in the blank if the verb is in present tense.
4. Write an F in the blank if the verb is in future tense.

M
A
S
P

1. Nikki ran to the finish line.
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2. Jack carries the flag onto the stage.
3. The squirrel will scurry up that tree.
4. Our choir will sing at the concert.
5. The plane landed at the airport.
6. The band arrives at the hotel.

7. A robot will clean the school cafeteria.
8. Poison ivy grew along the fence.
9. The red car speeds ahead!

10. After lunch, the principal happily announced a snow day
tomorrow.
continue on next page

4
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The first sentence has been done for you.
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11. Before we leave, we will watch this short movie.
12. This note clearly tells us the way to the next clue.
13. My grandmother will adopt a dog from the shelter.
14. At our house, we got fourteen inches of snow last night!
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15. The zoo will close before sunset.

16. Kate quickly passes the ball to Anna.

MECHANICS practice

M
A
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Verb Tense

Each sentence below features a change in verb tense. (The verbs have been
identified for you.)

© 2017 Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC. All rights reserved. • writersstylus.com (1708)

150

1. Choose one of the verb tenses to use in each sentence.

2. Rewrite the sentence with that verb tense used in both places.
3. Underline the verbs in your revised sentence twice.

The first one has been done for you.

1. The police office greeted us and gives us directions to the museum.

The police office greeted us and gave us directions to the museum.

2. The kitten races around the room and jumped into the basket.

3. My library book fell off the desk and will trip Scott.

continue on next page
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Unit 4

4. Cooper visited his aunt and tells her about the class play.

5. Mike raked the leaves and mows the grass.
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6. Our class sings three songs and performed a play.

© 2017 Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC. All rights reserved. • writersstylus.com (1708)

M
A
S

151

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 1

Read each word below. If the word is a noun, color its space yellow. If the
word is a verb, color its space blue. If the word is neither a noun nor a
verb, don’t color its space at all.
loudly

purse

spoon

jumps

quickly

wolf

screamed

pounce

here

laughs

studies

slipped

New York

E
L
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traffic

museum

stew

grass

accidentally

brother

M
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write
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talked

chops

pocket

mows

eagerly

Compare your answers with a friend. If you colored a word differently,
discuss it with each other and decide whether the word is a noun, verb, or
something else.
When all of your words are colored correctly, you should notice a color
pattern or design. Do you see a color pattern or design? Share what you
notice with your partner.
Look at the five words left white. What do those five words have in
common?

Unit 4

4 What is an ADVERB?
An adverb is a word that describes a verb. An adverb that describes a verb
usually answers one of these questions: how? when? or where?
Kent walks slowly to the store.
Kent walks how?
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Jan hid here to surprise her brother.
Jan hid where?

The team will practice tomorrow when the weather is nice.
The team will practice when?

An adverb can also describe an adjective or another adverb. For now, we’re
going to focus just on adverbs that describe verbs.

Several adverbs do end in ly, but many do not. To identify an adverb that is
modifying a verb, you need to find the verb in the sentence. Then look for a
word or words that describe the verb by telling how, when, or where.
He ran today. (when?)

He ran there. (where?)

He ran barefoot and quickly. (how?)

153
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MECHANICS practice
Verbs & Adverbs

In each sentence below, the subject is underlined once, and the verb is
underlined twice. Follow the directions that appear next to each sentence.
The first one has been done for you.

1.

2.

Carson snores loudly.

E
L
P

Dakota walked quickly to the playground.

M
A
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3.

Caleb finally finished the job.

4.

My cat is there by the window.

5.

6.

Yesterday our class visited a fire station.

The fans cheered loudly for the hockey
team.

Circle the adverb that
describes how Carson
snores.

Circle the adverb that
describes how Dakota
walked.

Circle the adverb
that tells when Caleb
finished.

Circle the adverb that
tells where the cat is.
Circle the adverb that
tells when the class
visited.

Circle the adverb that
tells how the fans
cheered.

7.

The otters swam lazily in their tank.

Circle the adverb that
tells how the otters
swam.

8.

Emma forgot her lunch yesterday.

Circle the adverb that
tells when Emma
forgot.

continue on next page
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Unit 4

You are ready to try some more! Be aware: the instructions may ask you to
do more than one thing.

10.

11.

Circle the adverb that
tells when the squirrel
jumped.

The squirrel suddenly jumped off the
branch.
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The glitter flies everywhere.

Bryce will work hard on the science
project.

M
A
S
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The storm slowly crossed the country.

The principal’s phone suddenly rang and
fell noisily to the floor.

Tomorrow we will drive to our cousin’s
house in Ohio.

Brendan’s bulldog marched slowly across
the room and greeted us happily.

Shante danced gracefully and beautifully
yesterday.

Circle the adverb that
tells where the glitter
flies.
Circle the adverb that
tells how Bryce will
work.
Circle the adverb that
tells how the storm
crossed.

1) Circle the adverb that
tells when the phone
rang AND 2) draw a box
around the adverb that
tells how the phone
fell.
Circle the adverb that
tells when we will
drive.

1) Circle the adverb that
tells how the bulldog
marched, AND 2) draw
a box around the adverb
that tells how the
bulldog greeted.
1) Circle the adverbs
that tell how Shante
danced, AND 2) draw a
box around the adverb
that tells when Shante
danced.
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MECHANICS practice
Verbs & Adverbs

In each sentence below, the subject is underlined once.
1. Find the verb in each sentence and underline it twice.
2. Circle any adverbs that describe the verb. (The clue at the end of
the sentence may help you.)
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The first one has been done for you.

1. Joey threw the ball quickly to the catcher. (how?)

2. Music played loudly from the gym’s speakers. (how?)

M
A
S
3. Today my aunt arrives from Iowa. (when?)
4. Kate comes here from Hawaii. (where?)
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5. Jim whispered loudly to his friend across the room. (how?)
6. Raegan carefully carried the books to the library. (how?)
7. Our cat lies there. (where?)

8. Aunt Jo found an old camera at a garage sale yesterday. (when?)
9. The old, valuable coin slips silently into the thief’s pocket. (how?)
10. The crowd threw confetti everywhere! (where?)
11. Snow will silently fall tonight. (how?)

12. The plane flew quickly and noisily across the sky. (how?)
13. Fido eagerly ate the biscuit. (how?)

Unit 4

MECHANICS practice
Verbs & Adverbs

In each sentence below:
1. Underline the verb twice.
2. Follow the directions next to the sentence.
The first one has been done for you.

1.

sometimes
Our dog snores.

2.

Mr. Johnson fixed the door.

M
A
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3.

Marcus waited for the principal.

Insert an adverb that
describes when.

Insert an adverb that
describes how.

Insert an adverb that
describes how.

Insert an adverb that
describes where.

4.

My horse will sleep.

5.

We will visit the art museum.

Insert an adverb that
describes when.

6.

I walked across the balance beam.

Insert an adverb that
describes how.

written reflection
Why would a writer use an adverb in a sentence?
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MECHANICS Practice
Putting It All Together

Read the paragraph. The verbs in each sentence have been underlined
twice. Use your revising & proofing marks (p. IV) to change any past or
future tense verbs to present tense verbs. (Ignore the verbs is and have for
now. They are present tense verbs.)
HINT: There are eight verbs that need to be changed!
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Alaska and Hawaii seem very different from one another. Many people
thought about beaches in Hawaii and snow in Alaska. However, Alaska and
Hawaii will share some things in common, even though they have many

M
A
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differences. Both become states in 1959. Alaska goes first on January 3 of
that year. About seven months later, in August, Hawaii became the 50th
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state in the United States. Mountains will soar above both states. Hawaii's
tallest mountain is Mauna Kea. The base of Mauna Kea sat on the ocean

floor. It rises up through and towers above the island of Hawaii. More people
knew about Denali, Alaska’s tallest mountain. Denali soars above all other

mountains in the United States. It is the country’s tallest! Alaska and Hawaii
shared one more thing in common. Both states lie apart from the rest of
the country. Sections of Canada will separate Alaska from the main part of
the US. Hawaii is a group of islands in the Pacific Ocean. It borders no other
states or countries. Though they share many things in common, Alaska and
Hawaii have many differences from one another…

Unit 4

REVISION

discovering the pattern
Use the lines below to write down the main thing in each photo your
teacher shows you.
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When did you think you could tell what the next photo would likely be?
Why did you think you knew what the next photo would be most of the
time?

How did the unexpected photos make you feel? Did you pay closer
attention as your teacher got closer to the unexpected photos?
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How did being able to predict what the next photo might be make you feel?
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The numbers you could guess ahead of time became predictable because
your teacher used a consistent pattern. The numbers you could not guess
ahead of time were unpredictable because your teacher put variety into the
pattern. Let’s look more closely at these ideas:
CONSISTENCY

VARIETY

The same results or
events happening
over and over

something different
from what is or has
been

E
L
P

When we experience consistency, we can feel relaxed. We have an idea of
what the next event or result will be. When we experience variety, we feel
interested. Something different attracts our attention.
With verb choices, a good writer uses both consistency and variety.

M
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A writer works hard to have consistent verb tense. If a piece of writing uses
present tense verbs at the beginning, it should use present tense verbs all
the way to the end.
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A writer also works hard to have variety in verbs. In other words, the writer
tries not to repeat the same verb.
Here are a couple sentences a writer drafted:

The kart rolls down the hill. It enters the corner going fast. It rolls
through the curve and hits the straightaway with momentum. The
driver keeps calm, and the kart rolls closer to the finish line.

The writer is trying to describe how a go-kart moves through a race course.
He uses consistent verb tense, but he repeats one of his verbs. He is
consistent (present tense verbs), but he doesn’t have variety in his verbs
(repeats the verb rolls). Here are the same sentences revised to increase the
verb variety:
The kart rolls down the hill. It enters the corner going fast. It flows
through the curve and hits the straightaway with momentum. The
driver keeps calm, and the kart glides closer to the finish line.

The writer still has consistency. His verbs are all present tense verbs. Now
the writer also has variety. He does not repeat the verb rolls. The sentences
now make a reader feel relaxed and interested.
continue on next page
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How can a writer find a variety of verbs to use? A thesaurus is a helpful tool!
It lists words that may be used in place of one that a writer might repeat.
A thesaurus is set up much like a dictionary. Words are presented in
alphabetical order. If a word has more than one meaning, the thesaurus
lists the meanings and other words that mean the same or nearly the same
thing. A writer can look up a verb that is repeated in a draft and find other
verbs to use.
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However, a writer has to be careful. Using a thesaurus too often can
produce writing that is unclear because the writer used too many words
or unfamiliar words to mean the same thing. Remember: as a writer using
verbs, you want to balance consistency and variety.

M
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Based on your experience and the information presented above, what
statement would you make about consistency and variety? Discuss
this with your classmates and teacher, and then complete the pattern
statement.

161

Consistency makes a reader feel
variety makes a reader feel

;

.

What other examples illustrate this idea? Where does consistency make
you feel comfortable? Where does variety catch your interest? Write your
examples below.

Your pattern statement collection is growing! On page VI, add this one
next to Unit 4: Verb Tense & Verb Choice.
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revising my writing
Verb Tense & Verb Choice

When a writer forgets to revise her writing for verb tense consistency,
sentences like this can happen:
The marble rolls down a chute. It will strike a long, plastic pole. The
pole bounced up and knocked a larger ball off a pedestal.

E
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The verb tense is not consistent. It will make a reader work to figure out
what the writer means.

When a writer forgets to revise his writing for verb variety, sentences like
this can happen:
The marble moves down a chute. It moves a long, plastic pole. The
pole moves up and moves a larger ball off a pedestal.

M
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The verb tense is consistent, but the lack of variety makes the writing
uninteresting.
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Before we practice revising writing for verb consistency and variety, let’s
explore the thesaurus. Your teacher will give you directions for completing
the table below.
ORIGINAL VERB

POSSIBLE SYNONYMS

says

(declares)

E
L
P

(moved, advanced)

M
A
S
take

(to get)

sees

(to perceive
with eyes)

thought

(contemplated)

find

(catch sight of)

works
(exerts)

left

(departed)
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Choose one of the synonyms you identified and use it in a sentence.

E
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Read your sentence with one of the other synonyms you found for the
original verb. Repeat with all the verb’s synonyms you found. Does one
sound better or stronger than the one you chose? If so, revise your sentence
by changing the verb.

M
A
S
REVISION CHECKLIST

Verb Tense & Verb Choice
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You are about to practice seeing how verb tenses are used in a sentence.
Take a minute to look closely at the goal, pattern statement, and checklist
a writer uses to present verbs consistently and to choose them carefully in
order to communicate clearly.

verb tense & verb choice
goal

pattern statement

Use verbs that are consistent
in tense and varied in choice.

Consistency makes a reader
feel relaxed; variety makes a
reader feel interested.

checklist

 Identify the verb(s) in each
sentence.

 Decide which verb tense works
best for this piece of writing.
Check to make sure all the
verbs are in that verb tense.

 Read each sentence and

paragraph to identify repeated
verbs. If possible, use synonyms
to avoid too much repetition.

 Read the section or piece aloud. If
it sounds like too many different
words have been used for the
verbs, switch some of them back
to your original verb choice.

Unit 4

REVISION PRACTICE

Verb Tense & Verb Choice
In each sentence below:
1. Examine each underlined verb.
2. If necessary, change a verb's tense to keep the tense consistent.
3. If necessary, use a synonym to avoid repeating a verb.

E
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The first one has been done for you.

flew
1. The rock broke the glass jar. Bits of glass will fly in every direction.

2. My dog ran the obstacle course and wins first place.

M
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3. My grandfather says he likes old phones. He says, “Phones should be on
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4. Rain fell, and the children watch sadly out the windows.

5. I went to summer camp, and my sister went to a horse ranch.

6. The thief will take the painting. She will also take the silver statue.

7. A squirrel dashed up the tree and will hide in its nest.

8. Our cat sees the mouse. The mouse sees the cheese. Neither of them
sees the dog.
continue on next page
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9. My soccer team won yesterday’s game. We play with all our might.

10. The snow piled up and forces school to be canceled.

11. I thought the show was great. I thought the clowns were funny.

E
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12. Trent will find the clue and then will find the treasure!

13. The squirrel drops the shell, and it landed right next to my

M
A
S
foot. I will jump with surprise.
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14. My dad works in an office. He works on a computer.

15. My cousin left the birthday party early. She left for her dance recital.

16. The fire engine’s siren sounded loud. It will make all the dogs howl.

written reflection

Which is more challenging: keeping verb tense consistent? or adding verb
variety to sentences? Why?

Unit 4

GENRE

discovering the pattern
Use the space below as directed by your teacher.

E
L
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Think about the item you sketched. What are the item’s important
characteristics? What characteristics make the item different from other
items?
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Important characteristics are the details that make something different
from other things. For example, the important characteristics of a pine tree
might include: has needles rather than leaves, does not lose its needles in
winter, and is often shaped like a triangle.
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Once you know who your partner is, place your sketches side by side.
Examine the sketches closely. Think carefully about the two items. What
important differences are there between the items? What important
similarities do the items share?
The organizer your teacher has given you is called a Venn diagram. (It was
created in 1880 by a man named John Venn.) To use the organizer:
1. Talk to your partner and choose one of your sketches to be
ITEM 1 and the other to be ITEM 2. (It doesn’t matter which is
which!)

E
L
P

2. Write the name of ITEM 1 on the line on the organizer’s left side.
Write the name of ITEM 2 on line on the organizer’s right side.
3. Identify the important similarities between your two items.
Write these in the middle of the organizer where the circles
overlap.

M
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4. Identify the important differences between your two items.
Write the differences for ITEM 1 in the left side of the organizer.
Write the differences for ITEM 2 in the right side of the organizer.
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When you examine the two sketches side by side, what do you notice?

What did you notice when the sketches were side by side that you didn’t
originally notice about one or both of the items?

Unit 4

Think about what you discovered about the two items when you placed your
sketch next to your classmate’s. What happens when we place two things
side by side? Discuss your ideas with your classmates and teacher. When
directed, complete the statement below.

Pattern Statement

E
L
P

Putting things side by side reveals
and

.

What other examples of this pattern can you identify? When have you
noticed something new by putting things side by side?
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Add this pattern statement to your collection on page VI, next to Unit 4:
Comparison.
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The Genre
Comparison

4 Comparison is an expository genre.
Expository genres inform a reader about a subject. They
are nonfiction genres. Comparison writing puts two
subjects side by side so a reader can recognize interesting
details that are similar and different.

E
L
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To write a good comparison, a writer chooses two
subjects that have some similarities. For example, a
writer might compare two Presidents, such as George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Comparing a
President to a puppy, however, probably would not make
sense. A writer chooses subjects that belong together in
some way.

M
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Another important characteristic of comparison writing
is balance. The writer tries to include nearly equal
information about both subjects. For example, if a writer
published 13 sentences about a banana but only one
sentence about a grape, a reader would not feel like a
comparison had been made.

Here is one way a writer thinks about subjects for a
comparison: Subject A versus (vs.) Subject B. Here is
an example of that idea: a delivery truck vs. a school
bus. Thinking this way helps a writer begin identifying
important similarities and differences.

Unit 4

revising within the genre
While writing comparisons, be mindful of the two patterns you’ve
experienced:

REVISION

GENRE

Consistency makes a
reader feel relaxed; variety
makes a reader feel
interested.

Putting things side by side
reveals similarities and
differences.

E
L
P

M
A
S

You are about to read a comparison article. You will be looking for verbs
and verb tenses that need improvement. Take a moment to review the verb
checklist to remember how a writer carefully chooses and uses verbs to
communicate clearly.

goal

pattern statement

Use verbs that are consistent
in tense and varied in choice.

Consistency makes a reader
feel relaxed; variety makes a
reader feel interested.

checklist

 Identify the verb(s) in each
sentence.

 Decide which verb tense works
best for this piece of writing.
Check to make sure all the
verbs are in that verb tense.

 Read each sentence and

paragraph to identify repeated
verbs. If possible, use synonyms
to avoid too much repetition.

 Read the section or piece aloud. If
it sounds like too many different
words have been used for the
verbs, switch some of them back
to your original verb choice.
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verb tense & verb choice
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The text below is from a comparison article. The verbs in each sentence
have been underlined twice. Think about the the revision skill goal: Use
verbs that are consistent in tense and varied in choice. Use the verbs
checklist to revise the text. Use your revising & proofing marks (p. IV) to
show the improvements you would make.

From actors on a stage to apes in a cage, we saw amazing sights! Our

E
L
P

class recently took two field trips. One adventure takes us to the theater.
The other will take us away to the zoo.

Both trips made us smile. At the theater, we see several short plays

M
A
S

based on stories by Dr. Seuss. I especially will like the play about the strange
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cat that visits some kids on a rainy day. I laughed when he stood upside-
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down on his head and recited rhymes. We saw cats at the zoo that made

us smile, too. We laugh when the tiger cubs played with a plastic ball. We

also will laugh when the penguins glided smoothly on their bellies. Even the
zebras put on a show. They dashed to the gate when a zookeeper showed up
with food.

Unit 4

PREPARING TO WRITE

Seeing
You will be writing a comparison paragraph with an introduction and a
conclusion. (Your editor will give you more directions.) Keep in mind that a
comparison highlights similarities and differences between two subjects.
For example, a food writer may compare apple pie and strawberry cake. This
writer’s initial thinking may look like the following:

Y is baked in a round pan

E
L
P

STRAWBERRY CAKE

Y is baked in round pans

Y has frosting between its two
layers

M
A
S
Y uses apples in its filling

Y is covered on all sides by pie
crust
Y is brownish and soft on the
inside
Y is often made in the fall

Y bakes in an oven at about
350°

Y requires a rolling pin to make
Y is a dessert

Y is pink and spongy on the
inside
Y is eaten all year

Y bakes in an oven at about
350° and gets covered with
frosting that does not get
baked
Y uses strawberry puree for
flavor
Y is a dessert
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APPLE PIE
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Think about things you know from your experiences and things you are
interested in knowing more about. Use the charts below and on the next
page to identify three possible subjects and topics for your writing.
possibility 1
Subject 1:

Subject 2:

M
A
S

E
L
P
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possibility 2

Subject 1:

Subject 2:

Unit 4

possibility 3
Subject 1:

Subject 2:

Now select the subjects that you think would make an interesting
comparison. Share your choice with your editor.

EDITOR'S INITIALS
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M
A
S

E
L
P

M
A
S

Y are desserts

Y bakes in an
oven at about
350˚

Y pink and spongy on the
inside

Y has frosting on all sides
except the bottom

After selecting subjects to compare, the food writer begins sorting the
important similarities and differences between apple pie and strawberry
cake. To organize these ideas, the food writer uses a Venn diagram, like the
one you used to compare sketches. Here is how the food writer’s
organization of ideas looks.

SIMILARITIES

DIFFERENCES

Y uses strawberry puree
for flavor

Y eaten all year

E
L
P
Y use fruit as
part of
flavoring

DIFFERENCES

Y uses apples in its
filling

Y requires a rolling pin
to make

Y often made in the fall

Y brownish and soft on
the inside

Y bakes in
round pans

Y has frosting
between its
two layers

STRAWBERRY CAKE

APPLE PIE

Y covered on all sides
by pie crust

Subject 2:
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Subject 1:
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PREPARING TO WRITE

Sketching

Unit 4

E
L
P
DIFFERENCES

SIMILARITIES

DIFFERENCES

Subject 1:

M
A
S
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When you have all your ideas placed on the organizer, share the results
with your editor.
EDITOR'S INITIALS
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Subject 2:

Think about your subjects. Organize the important ideas in the Venn
diagram below.
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PREPARING TO WRITE

Shaping
A slant helps a writer think about how the big pieces of information will
come together in a written piece. For example, your comparison article has
two big pieces: the two subjects you plan to compare.
For example, rather than say an article will be about apple pie and
strawberry cake, a food writer might say the article’s slant is the similarities
and differences of apple pie and strawberry cake.

E
L
P

Develop a slant for your comparison article by adding your subjects to the
lines as indicated:

Slant

M
A
S

The similarities and differences of

subject 1
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and

.

subject 2

Now read the resulting phrase aloud. That is the slant for your writing!

A central question is the big, overall question that the writer will attempt
to answer in a written piece. For example, a food writer may have the
following as a central question: What are the important similarities and
differences between apple pie and strawberry cake?
What one big, overall question will you attempt to answer with your
comparison article? Write your central question on the lines below, and
then share your central question with your editor.

EDITOR'S INITIALS

Unit 4

PREPARING TO WRITE

Vision Statement
A vision statement helps a writer figure out how to structure a piece of
writing. It builds on the slant and central question. A good vision statement
helps a writer and editor determine what the content and structure of a
written piece will be.
For example, a food writer might develop the following vision statement for
a comparison article:

E
L
P

“Fruity Sweets” compares apple pie and strawberry cake by
identifying and describing four differences and three similarities. It
answers the central question: What are the important similarities
and differences between apple pie and strawberry cake?

Refer to the food writer’s example and use the form below to develop a
vision statement for your comparison article.

M
A
S

Vision Statement

title of your ARTICLE

subject 1

identifying and describing

and

number

” compares

by

subject 2

differences and

similarities.
number

It answers the central question: 		

?
rewrite your central question

Review your vision statement with your editor.

EDITOR'S INITIALS
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The vision statement suggests that the food writer will have at least one
paragraph about four differences and three similarities between apple pie
and strawberry cake. The plan for organizing the article may look like this:
paragraph 1

*What is an
anecdote?

(Introduction)

Introductory paragraph with an
anecdote* about eating apple pie
and strawberry cake.
paragraph 2

(Comparisons)

Four differences and three
similarities between apple pie and
strawberry cake.
paragraph 3

(Conclusion)

An anecdote is a short
story. It is usually
something that a writer
experienced, or that the
writer hopes to experience.
Anecdotes can also be
written about other people,
but they are usually about
someone the writer knows
about. In other words,
anecdotes are usually not
made up stories.

E
L
P

M
A
S
Review main points and end with
an anecdote* about hoping to find a
piece of either dessert soon.
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The food writer reminds the reader about the most important information
in the article. Then the writer closes with a couple sentences that connect
to the opening anecdote and provide a nice finish for the reader.
paragraph 1

(Introduction)

I stepped into the house. My nose immediately noticed something in
the air. Apple pie was baking in the oven! I turned on the oven light and
looked at the pie. It was nearly done, and the filling was bubbling up
through the slits in the crust. It would be hard to choose. Would I want a
piece of pie for dessert? Or would I want a piece of the strawberry cake
I brought with me? Well, maybe I would have to have a piece of both!
paragraph 2

(Comparisons)

In the second paragraph, the food writer identifies and describes the four
differences and three similarities between the two desserts. This is the
longest paragraph in the article. It answers the writer’s central question.
paragraph 3

(Conclusion)

Apple pie and strawberry cake share some interesting similarities. They
also have differences that make them very different desserts. Since they
are my two favorite sweets, I hope they appear on my table soon. I know
I will enjoy both of them!

Unit 4

Think about how you begin and end your comparison article. Write a
general description of your paragraphs.
(Introduction)

E
L
P

M
A
S
paragraph 2

(Comparisons)

paragraph 3
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(Conclusion)

Share your plan with your editor,
then begin the first draft of your comparison.

EDITOR'S INITIALS
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paragraph 1
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reflection

⎷

on-demand writing

Mechanics
Checklist

What is the purpose of writing a
comparison piece? Where in life might you
read or write a comparison piece?

DID I:
put a capital letter at
the beginning of every
sentence?

E
L
P
capitalize the pronoun I ?
capitalize the first letter
of first and last names?

M
A
S
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Imagine that you are an editor working with
a writer. What one tip or piece of advice
would you give your writer about writing a
good comparison article?

put the right end mark
at the end of every
sentence?

put a comma between
the names of cities and
states?
put a comma between
the day and year in
dates?
put a comma between
nouns in a series?
make sure each
sentence expresses a
complete thought, and
is not a fragment or a
run-on?

Unit 4

personal reflection
Did you learn or notice anything new about either of your subjects as you
were comparing them? If so, what? How did comparing your subjects help
you recognize new things about them?

M
A
S

E
L
P

Think about your comparison article. How does your writing illustrate the
pattern: Putting things side by side reveals similarities and differences?
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X Grammar Pause
Alliteration
Alliteration is the repeating of a sound, usually at the
beginning of words in a sentence.

E
L
P

FOR EXAMPLE:

The cute koala climbed into the crew’s canoe.

The blue balloon blew away in the blustery weather.
My playful puppy put his paw on Pap’s pillow.

M
A
S

Ron is a runner who competes in really long races.
Why would a writer use alliteration?
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Alliteration can give a sentence, or even an entire paragraph,
a pleasing rhythm. Readers get carried into and through the
sentence or paragraph by the pleasant repeating of the sound.
However, if a writer uses too much alliteration, the writing
begins to sound fake. So, a writer must strike a balance: just
enough alliteration to make a sentence move along nicely, but
not so much that the reader focuses on the alliteration rather
than the writer’s meaning.

Unit 4

ALLITERATION Practice
Circle the letters that add alliteration to each of the following sentences.
The first one has been done for you.
1. Ruth decided to read a report about robots.
2. Sammie sat in the center of the circle.

E
L
P

3. Sharon handed the sharp knife to the shy chef.
4. Kitty is quite creative and crafty.
5. A fox found four footballs in Phil’s fort.

M
A
S
6. Beverly is bubbly and beautiful!

7. The church changed its chapel by painting it charcoal.
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8. Our teacher takes tae-kwon-do lessons on Tuesdays.
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YOU TRY!
Rewrite each of the sentences below. Add alliteration to them, but try to
keep the meaning the same.
1. A raccoon moved quickly to the edge of the street.

E
L
P

2. Trey attempted to swap baseball cards with his cousin.

M
A
S
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3. The young man got on a train headed to Boston.

YOU TRY!

Write an original sentence that includes some alliteration.

Unit 4

X Grammar Pause
good vs. well
When is each one used?

E
L
P

Good is an adjective. It is used to describe a noun or pronoun.
Well is an adverb that tells how something is done. It usually
describes a verb.
is

it is used like this

The choir gave a good performance
tonight.

M
A
S
GOOD

an
adjective

Sasha took a good shot just before
time ran out.
That strawberry cake is good!

Juan writes well.

WELL

an
adverb

Melody does her job well.
How well can you drive?

4 Notice that WELL describes a verb.
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4 Notice that GOOD describes a noun.
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good vs. well Practice
Use good or well to complete each sentence below. The first one has been
done for you.
good

1. These potato chips are

2. Chris did a

!

E
L
P

job on his project.

3. The team played

and won the game.

M
A
S
4. Renee practiced

5. I ate a

and felt confident about the contest.

lunch today.
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6. Jake ran

in the final laps of the race.

7. My sister plays basketball

8. Terrance is a

9. The tacos were

10. How

11. I hope I do

.

goalie.

, but I like my mom’s recipe better.

can you juggle that soccer ball?

on tomorrow’s history test.

Unit 4

12. That was a really

piece of apple pie!

13. The band played

tonight.

14. Saturday will be a

day because I’m going to a train

E
L
P

museum.

15. Mrs. Smith said Sandy’s project was done
presented some

information.

M
A
S
the piano

concert was performed by a squirrel that plays
.
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16. That

and

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 1

Draw a picture that represents what you have learned about when to use
good and when to use well.
WHEN DO YOU USE GOOD?

M
A
S

E
L
P
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WHEN DO YOU USE WELL?

